Mr. Cox confirmed that he also called Mr. Blankenship on
May Hf 1985, and asked him whether or not all of the mine
owners had collaborated to fire Mr. Poole, and that
Mr. Blankenship informed him that they had not, and that the
decision was made by Mr. Jackson alone.  Mr. Cox confirmed
that he called Mr. Blankenship because he always considered
him to be a friend and was curious as to whether he had spoken
with'Mr. Jackson (Tr. 164).  Mr. Cox confirmed that when he
asked Mr. Jackson for an explanation as to the meaning of his
"unsatisfactory service," Mr. Jackson replied "You're trying
to run the God damn mines," but did not elaborate further (Tr.
166, 168).

Mr. Cox examined copies of certain roof bolting accident
report forms for January 16, and May 16, 1984, and
December 14, and August- 9, 1983, in which he was involved
(exhibit R-3, Tr. 177).  Mr. Cox stated that he has no reason
to doubt that he was'taken off the roof bolter in 1984,
because an MSHA Inspector suggested to Mr. Jackson that this
be done (Tr. 178).  He conceded that he was upset because
Mr. Jackson did not initially explain his decision to take
him off the roof bolter, but that he later accepted the deci-
sion (Tr. 179-180).  Mr. Cox confirmed that when he was
assigned to the scoop, he informed Mr. Jackson that he would
operate it in compliance with the law (Tr. 180), and he con-
ceded that "a lot of times" he did not operate the roof-bolter
machine in compliance- with the law (Tr. 180).  Mr. Cox con-
ceded that all times during his employment at the mine, he
never refused to operate a piece of equipment because of any
safety considerations, and that he voluntarily operated his
scoop with the ventilation curtains rolled up "like everybody
else" (Tr. 181-182).

Mr. Cox confirmed that there have been lay offs at the
mine for a week or so out of the month and for one 3-month
period, because of production quotas, and that he has been
laid off and called back to work for these reasons.  He knows
of no one who was laid off and not called back because they
made safety complaints (Tr, 183-184).

With regard to his complaint to Mr. Blankenship about
bad roof conditions, Mr. Cox explained that Mr. Blankenship
may have told Mr. Poole that "we was going through a double
linear."  Mr. Cox confirmed that he did not know what a
"double linear" was until it was explained to him by an MSHA
inspector in the Morgantown Office after he was terminated
(Tr. 186).  He also confirmed that most of his complaints
about dust and the powder and caps on the coal drill were
made to Mr. Blankenship more than once (Tr. 187).  He also
complained to Kit Jackson, and he believed that he would tell
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